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Our vision… 

“An Ontario where children and youth with special needs get the timely and effective services 
they need to participate fully at home, at school, in the community, and as they prepare to 
achieve their goals for adulthood” 

 
What's New from Dufferin Wellington Special Needs Strategy Table? 

 
Our Coordination Service Planning (CSP) Proposal was submitted June 2015.  In November, we received a 
letter from the Ministries, providing us feedback and information on next steps.  They thanked us for our 
work, identified strengths in our proposal, asked for clarification in several areas and requested completion 
of 3 scenarios. Between December and April we clarified our service coordination model while sharing child, 
youth and family experiences as they will experience services.  We shared this with the Ministry at a meeting 
in May.  Recently, we received a letter indicating that we met or exceeded expectations in coordinated 
service planning. 
 
What is coordinated service planning?   
A service planning process for children and youth with multiple and/or complex special needs so 
families can access a range of services. 
Key parts of this process are: 

● Children and youth will have a service plan built around their strengths and needs 
● Families won’t have to tell their stories multiple times 
● Families will have a “go to” person to ask questions about their service plan and who will 

monitor child’s service needs 
 
Our Integrated Rehabilitation (IR) Proposal was submitted in October 2015.   
In January we received a letter from the Ministries, providing the next steps in moving forward.    
They indicated that they are continuing to review the proposals and are expecting to provide detailed 
feedback to each service area in the coming weeks.  Feedback was shared with us in May which outlined 
our strengths and also where clarification was required.  The Ministry recently shared Integrated 
Rehabilitation Program Guidelines.  We are now meeting to provide clarity to our model.  A fall meeting 
with the Ministry is expected to move toward the implementation planning stage.  We expect 
implementation planning will continue for 2016 with phased implementation beginning in 2017-2018. 
 
What are integrated rehabilitation services? 

● delivered seamlessly from birth to school exit 
● speech services to be integrated with language services 
● delivered seamlessly across transition points 
● managed with a single wait list 
● delivered in a school setting wherever possible for school aged children 
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● offered in a broad range of intervention types 
● accessible regardless of age, severity or diagnosis 

Please see Communiques #1-6 for background information about the Special Needs Strategy. 
 
Please see our website for more information at: 
www.dufferinwellingtonspecialneedsstrategy.weebly.com 

 
Or, the Ministries’ website at: 
http://specialneedsstrategy.children.gov.on.ca/login/  
   
This website is open to anyone who wishes to view it and its many resources, but first you will need to 
register yourself by creating a login and password.) 

 
*Proposal Table Agencies 

• Canadian Mental Health Association Waterloo Wellington Dufferin 
• Central West Community Care Access Centre 
• Central West Local Health Integration Network 
• Conseil scolaire de district catholique Centre Sud (Also representing Conseil scolarie Viamonde ) 
• County of Dufferin 
• County of Wellington 
• Dufferin Child and Family Services 
• Dufferin Peel Catholic District School Board 
• ErinoakKids Centre for Treatment & Development 
• Family Counselling & Support Services of Guelph Wellington 
• Kerry’s Place Autism Services 
• KidsAbility Centre for Child Development 
• Service Resolution Wellington-Dufferin 
• Upper Grand District School Board 
• Waterloo Wellington Local Health Integration Network 
• Waterloo-Wellington Community Care Access Centre 
• Wellington Catholic District School Board 
• Wellington Dufferin Guelph Public Health 

 
We invite you to keep connected by calling: 

1 888 372 2259 ext. 1588  
Or visiting: 

www.dufferinwellingtonspecialneedsstrategy.weebly.com 
 
Jennifer Moore, Co-Chair Coordinated Service                jennifer.moore@dcafs.on.ca 
Denise Watson, Co-Chair Integrated Rehabilitation        dwatson@kidsability.ca 
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